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April 27, 1928

Mr. William F, Ballard

Environmental Analyst

Alaska Department of
Transportation

4111 Aviation Avenue

Pouch 6900 :

Anchorage, Alaska 99502

Deat Mr. Ballard:

The attached table and map displays the survey data for
three separate field surveys performed by representatives
from the Alaska Department of Fish and Game (ADF&G) and the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USF&WS) during the period of
August 1984 through July 1986.

As we have previously indicated to you, the Spring Creek
drainage is an extremely important ccho salmon rearing area
producing a point estimate of about 6,000 juvenile coho per
surface acre (Chlupach, 1985). :

Sampling trap efforts have occurred both in the defined
Spring Creek channel as well as the adjacent wetlands. No
trap effort has occurred, however, in the flowing stream
channels or wetlands located immediately north of the Alaska
Railroad right-of-way (See attached sketch map.).

It should be noted that several of the traps were placed in
emergent wetlands with no visible flow and less than two to
three inches of standing water. For example, a trap set
immediately south of the Parks Highway intersection and
soaked for 21 hours hours resulted in a catch of 36 juvenile
coho ranging in age from one to three years (See attached
sketch map, Trap #2.).

From a regional perspective, it is known that there is an
annual escapement in excess of 1000 spawning adults in
Wasilla Creek and 1less than 200 within Spring Creek.
Observations made by department biologists reveal very few



Mr. William F. Ballard -2= April 27, 1988

rearing coho within Wasilla Creek. We feel very strongly
that many of those fish spawned in Wasilla Creek move out of
the system and into the Spring Creek/Wasilla Creek wetlands

complex.

The ADF&G and USF&WS recognize the need for additional
surveys within the proposed highway expansion location to
better define fish utilization of the stream channels and
wetlands that will possibly be eliminated by highway
construction. OQur agencies will endeavor to acquire
additional trap data in this area during the 1988 field
season. We will coordinate our field efforts with your
office so that the Alaska Department of Transportation and
Public Facilities may participate in these surveys if you so
desire.

Sincgrely,

» , -‘
A N e m
L £, . & F e Kot alis B -

Gary/Liepitz Ga%y Stackhouse

Habitat Biologist Fisheries Biologist

Alaska Department of Fish U.S. Fish and wWildlife
and Game Service

Attachments



SUMMARY OF TRAP DATA - ALL THREE STUDIES
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ALASKA DEPT. OF

FISH & GAME
OCT 28 1987
REGION i -
MENMNORANDOUM S ¢t at e ¢ % Al.aska ITATDIVISIQN
TO: Tom Kron DATE: 26-0c¢ct-~-87
Chief of Operations
ADFG-FRED Div. : PHONE: &92-8816

Juneau-HQ

FROM: Bob Chlupach ' SUBJECT: Spring Creek
Area Biologist pawning Channels
ADFG-FRED Div. =

1

Big Lake

1
Attached is a copy of a local map. Highlighted is Spring Creek.
Without getting into a whole dissertation I’1l1 encapsulate the key
items.
My telephone communications have baen with Stan Pleninger, an
Anchorage attorney. I keep a long distance telephone log and
could if necessary document communication throughout the sumner

Stan Pleninger’s main interest is to fill in an area of wetlands
on his property and develop the site to make money, i.e. grocery
store, tourist information center, etc. As you can tell he holds
a key section of property as it lies at the intersection of the
Glenn and Parks Highway. As a periphery comeon, he wants an
attraction to his property. I led him through the permitting
scenarios of both Habitat and the Corps of Endgineers. I discussed
the coho sport fishery in the immediate area and also enhancement
strategdes for Knik Arm coho which included Spring Creek. i §
presented several ideas which included but were not restricted to:
viewing areas constructed on pilings, the strategies behind
spawning channel development, types of enhancement geared to
respective salmon species, bird viewing (shorebirds, ducks, etc.)
basically pointing out how important wetlands are to recharging a
drainage but also how it affects surrounding wildlife. I becanme
an impromptu “naturalist™.

I made myself available virtually at any time for an on site
meeting which constituted many of my calls to Stan. The on site
meeting was to be a site walk through with discussion of ideas
relating to existing wildlife and how it could be used to attract
people to his location. I’ve been to this site on numerous
occassions observing surrounding conditions because there is on
the drawing board plans to widen and expand the number of highway
lanes from Eklutna to this intersection. I’ve also performed
Juvenile coho population estimations for the area. This was all
done to help in the mitigation process of highway construction
surrounding this particular spot. Habitat Division has kept me
informed as to the construction timetable and as items of interest
come up.



I had 200+ 1ibs. of adult chinook and coho heads coliected for CWT
"extraction to shnip to the lab and some hatchery errands in

Anchorage so I decided to kill several birds with one stone. ¥
arranged to meet with Stan Pleninger and his landscape artist in

Anchorage last Monday, October 1G. At that meeting I essentially
became an impromtu naturalist. We had several gquality aerial
photographs which aided our discussion. Pretty much everything

I’ve mentioned above was discussed and exwpanded upon.

Since this site is already a possible mitigation site due to
highway construction I informed him I would continue to work that
aspect. Regardless of what Pleninger does at Spring Creek, this
site in particular is scheduled for coho smolt release next year.
I will continue to keep in touch with Habitat about the highway
timetable. If it stymies we’ll have our proposals in place and we
can proceed but in turn we do have to be careful because we do not
want to initiate and construct anything that the construction will
wipe out. Therein lies the main reason to keep in touch with
Habitat.

cc:Brian Allee-HQ Juno
Tim McDaniel-Reg Anch
Bill Hauser-Reg Anch
Gary Liepitz-Habitat Anch
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New Streams data 3/29/00_
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991008J [00010 10/7/99| coho salmon WA TUV 4
991008J |00010 10/7/99|Alaska blackfish JOA 7|Nelson Rd, 3rd culvert(western most), .9 mile to gate,outlet pool,3.5' deep.
991008K |00011 10/8/99 stickleback, undifferentiated [JOA 1|Nelson Rd, west site, 15' downstream of culvert,3'depth.Substrate probably influenced by road. Wetland channel
991008K |00011 10/8/99|Alaska blackfish JOA 5|Nelson Rd, west site, 15' downstream of culvert,3'depth.Substrate probably influenced by road. Wetland channel
991008K |00011 10/8/99| coho salmon JUV 1|Nelson Rd, west site, 15' downstream of culvert,3'depth.Substrate probably influenced by road. Wetland channel
991118K |00011 11/18/99 Alaska blackfish JOA 6Nelson Rd, west site, 15' downstream of culvert,3'depthice-.5',2.7' deep.Substrate probably influenced by road. wetlan
991206K |00011 12/6/99|Alaska blackfish JOA 2|Nelson Rd, west site, 15' downstream of culvert,3'depth. Wetland channel

J 100011 1/18/00jno fish collected or observed [NAP Nelson Rd, west site, 15' downstream of culvert, ice 2', 3.5'depth. Wetland channel

K 00011 2/10/00jno fish collected or observed [NAP Nelson Rd, west site. 1.7 ice, 3.2' to bottom. Wetland channel

J£ 100011 3/13/00Alaska blackfish JOA 7
991011N |00014 10/11/99/Alaska blackfish JOA 1|Upper spring
9910110 |00015 10/11/99/Alaska blackfish JOA 8Wetland-lower spring area NE Parks/Glenn Hwy junction
9910110 |00015 10/11/99| coho salmon MNP _TuV 11|Wetland-lower spring area NE Parks/Glenn Hwy junction
9911180 |00015 11/18/99 Alaska blackfish JOA 5Wetland-lower spring area NE Parks/Glenn Hwy junction.Open water set,1.5' deep.Alder/grass tussocks.
9911180 |00015 11/18/99 coho salmon JUV 29\Wetland-lower spring area NE Parks/Glenn Hwy junction.Open water set,1.5' deep.Alder/grass tussocks.
9912060 (00015 12/6/99|Alaska blackfish JOA 29 Wetland-lower spring area NE Parks/Glenn Hwy junction
9912060 |00015 12/6/99| coho salmon JUV 34Wetland-lower spring area NE Parks/Glenn Hwy junction

S 00015 1/18/00|Alaska blackfish JOA 2\Wetland-lower spring area NE Parks/Glenn Hwy junction. 3" ice,1.5' deep

O |00015 1/18/00| coho salmon JUV 66Wetland-lower spring area NE Parks/Glenn Hwy junction. 3" ice,1.5' deep

© 00015 2/10/00| coho salmon JUV 38Wetland-lower spring area NE Parks/Glenn Hwy junction. 3" ice, 1.5' deep

Q (00015 3/13/00| coho salmon JUV 31
991118Xa |00027 11/18/99)no fish collected or @iiemed NAP 101 yds W Parks Hwy ramp,70 yds S hay flats bluff.8" ice,2.6' deep.Wetland channel/pool.emergent vegetation prese
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